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Designed and Illustrated by Tera Johnson. Based on the report 
“Climate Change and Displacement in U.S. Communities” 
by Rachel M. Gregg & Kathryn N. Braddock. The original report 
was funded by the Strong, Prosperous, and Resilient Communities 
Challenge (SPARCC). Thank you to Marissa Ramirez and Xavier for 
the inspiration.

For more information about the report, please contact 
Rachel M. Gregg at Rachel@EcoAdapt.org.

https://www.cakex.org/documents/climate-change-and-displacement-us-communities


What’s your favorite thing to do in your neighborhood? It 
might be hanging at your best friend’s house, or playing in a 
park if you’re lucky enough to live by one! 

The people, buildings, trains, buses - you name it! - that make 
up our communities all have the potential to dramatically 
change in response to climate change. Changes in climate, 
such as longer heat waves, flooding, or more extreme storms, 
can push people out of their homes and communities. 

Sometimes, those people are unable to find affordable 
housing and have no choice but to move far away from their 
friends and family. These pressures are especially felt by those 
in our communities considered “vulnerable” due to social 
factors such as race and ethnicity, age, gender, education, 
physical ability, and access to things such as transportation, 
safe drinking water, and a fair paycheck. 

This activity book summarizes the work EcoAdapt has done, in 
partnership with the Strong, Prosperous, and Resilient 
Communities Challenge (SPARCC), to understand how 
communities across the United States are preparing for 
climate change.  



Some communities are building in areas that are less likely to 
be impacted by climate change, such as on higher ground to 
avoid flooding. Cities are also encouraging mixed housing 
developments, where people of different incomes are 
intermixed with grocery stores, restaurants, and other 
business types. 

What type of store would you like to see in your 
neighborhood? We've left a space for you to draw one in!





Community planners need to consider how to accommodate 
current residents, and in some cases, the arrival of people 
displaced from other communities. Sometimes creating 
additional buildings isn’t enough. For example, community 
members need to be protected to ensure they can remain in 
their neighborhoods. Some communities make it illegal for 
property managers to evict residents without just causes, or 
from raising rents by excessive amounts. 

What kind of housing policies do you think these protesters 
are fighting for? Write in a couple messages!





The majority of our roads and highways are very old and were 
not built to withstand climate change. In addition to designing 
new and improving existing roads, cities are expanding the use 
of public transportation services such as buses and trains. Not 
only are they better for the environment by reducing our 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, they are also an alternative 
for people who may have been displaced from their homes. 

Draw a few other ways to get around your city (try to think of 
examples other than using a car)!





Increasing our community’s preparedness for climate change 
will only be possible if the community is engaged. This means 
listening to our community’s needs and providing them with 
the technical and financial tools that are available to help.

How should your neighborhood prepare for climate change? 
Fill their conversation bubbles with ideas!






