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• Please mute

• Use the question function

• Session will be recorded and posted on the 
Climate Adaptation Knowledge Exchange –
www.CAKEx.org

• Slides & presenter information are available 
for download

• Contribute to the Forum resource page
• Technology Used- during video sound will come 

through computer speakers only

Welcome!
Housekeeping

http://www.cakex.org/
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HOUSEHOLD-LEVEL RELOCATION
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FLOOD MITIGATION ISN’T KEEPING PACE
EVEN FOR THE MOST FLOOD-PRONE HOMES
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Mitigated

27%

Insured, not 

mitigated

42%

Not insured, not 

mitigated

31%

EVEN FOR THE MOST FLOOD-PRONE HOMES

https://www.nrdc.org/resources/losing-ground-severe-repetitive-flooding-united-states



Flooding in North Charleston, SC in 2015 
(source: Ryan Johnson on Flickr) 

STEP 1

Demolition of a home purchased via New Jersey’s 
post-Sandy Blue Acres program (source: FEMA)

STEP 2

Acquired property in Crystal City, MO 
(source: FEMA)

STEP 3

HOW DOES A BUYOUT WORK?
(ON PAPER)



HOW DOES A BUYOUT WORK?
(IN REAL LIFE)



FEMA-FUNDED BUYOUTS

Buyouts per Zip Code

1                      1,000+

Data from FEMA, as of Oct 2020

WHERE THEY HAPPEN



FEMA-FUNDED BUYOUTS

Data from FEMA, as of Oct 2020

Harris County, 
TX

St. Charles County, MO

Lenoir 
County, 

NC

Passaic 
County, 

NJ

Jefferson 
County, 

AL

Buyouts per Zip Code

1                      1,000+

WHERE THEY HAPPEN



FEMA-FUNDED BUYOUTS

Data from FEMA, as of Oct 2020

WHO GETS THEM





























Frameworks of Recovery: 
The Intersection of Policy & 
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• Introduction
• Theoretical Perspectives
• Literature Review
• Research Design & Methods
• Findings
• Discussion
• Conclusion

Agenda



Impact from Major Hurricanes

New Orleans, LA 2005

Longs, SC 2018 Houston, TX 2017

Key Largo, FL 2017



Social Vulnerability Theory

Critical lens applied to disaster context

Critical Theory, Critical Race Theory, & Intersectionality
Deconstructs assumptions of 

return
Examines link between policy 

and systemic inequality
Examines intersection of 

political structures

Feminist Standpoint Theory 

Guides methodological choice to study African American perspective

Theoretical Perpectives



• Impact of disaster
• “Race maps closely with pollution, vulnerability, and unequal 

protection” (Bullard & Wright, 2012, p. 232).

• Recovery & Continued Vulnerability
• Aid critical but follows existing lines of power (Pais & Elliot, 2008)

• Hurricane Katrina’s Impact on New Orleans
• African Americans: 67% of pop. but 73% of impacted
• Mental & physical health impacts (Adeola & Picou, 2014)

• Recovery Planning & Policy
• Limited citizen participation (Nelson et al, 2007)

• Neoliberal policies exacerbated inequality (Gotham, 2015)

Literature Review



• Design: Qualitative Case Study
• Methods: Content Analysis & Interviews
• Sampling: Purposive, Max. Variation, Snowball
• Research Question:

Research Design & Methods

2011 2016

Returned 5 4*

Displaced 9 7*†
Relocated 3 3
Total 17 14
*Participant could not be contacted in 2016. 
†Participant contacted, but scheduling conflicts 
prevented follow-up interview. 

How do African Americans 
displaced by Hurricane Katrina 
frame challenges to return to 
post-Katrina New Orleans?
(Mosby, 2020).



Findings: Pushes & Pulls of Place



Perceptions of Race, Gender, & Class



Lessons for the Future



Questions?
Kim Mosby, PhD

LSU Coastal Sustainability Studio
kmosby4@lsu.edu





March 1,1997 Flood



Still working on it in June…..

Both city and county adopted the Louisville/Jefferson County Flood 
Plain Management Plain in February 2001. 



Sept 22, 2006 Flood &August 4,2009 

• In 2006 (computer was in 2013 flood, lost video), we experienced the same 
amount of water entering our home as in 1997, 18-20 inches.  
Metropolitan Sewer District (MSD) of Louisville started working on a 
plan to reduce and or eliminate flood waters in our neighborhood.  As 
a good faith effort, we received a stipend to pay for our insurance 
and deductible to help restore our homes. 
• August of 2009, was another major flood event in Louisville, our 

neighborhood was spared with only minor effects, I filed a flood 
claim only for my laundry room flooring. 



Buechel Retention Basin 

The Buechel Retention Basin has been certified to the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) as substantially complete, being able to utilize the full benefit of the first two 
large cells. The third, and largest, cell was currently under construction and 
expected to be completed during the summer of 2014, potentially holding 55 billion 
gallons of water. 



October 5, 2013 Flood
18-20 ins. of water…became a candidate for 
a FEMA buyout



April 3, 2015 Flood
18-20 ins of water 

• Show video…..



April 4, was going to be moving day. Sold my house on March 28. Garage and the 
lower level were packed with boxes to load into the moving van, early Saturday 
morning. 



1997,2006, 2009, 2013, 2015, 2018

This is the back of our bi-level home….the creek rises 
and covered the complete backyard on every flood 
event.

Beargrass 
Creek

The fence



The flood waters travelled from the creek to the backyard into this lower level door



Flood waters in the front, flowed down the hill (Huon Dr) and 
from the backyard into my front yard and driveway

Huon Dr

Driveway



MSD invested over $200M in 11 retention basins since the 1997 flood, 
this being one of the largest, holding approx.80 million gallons of flood 
waters….this is what it looked like while our neighborhood was flooded. 



Thank God for Family!!



Garage Door……………Laundry Room Door







The waters flows in from the 
front and the back, and then 
flows out within 2-4 hrs



After the April 2015 flood, I 
did not replace drywall this 
time, just stapled  plastic  
over openings and painted 
the floor… Flood 
Mitigation Meetings 
started in June 2015, 
hosted by the City of 
Louisville and MSD….I 
pressed them both and 
FEMA for action. Letters 
were written to Kentucky 
Senator Mitch McConnell 
and Congressman John 
Yarmuth for assistance in 
addressing the arduous 
delay of FEMA with a 
Severe Repetitive Loss 
(SRL) property owner. 



Oct 13, 2016…first house to be demolished on Elba 
Dr…there was hope



Another flood event took place on Feb. 24, 2018

•Addressed the MSD board on 2/26/18 concerning the 
5th major flood in my home and demanded that 
something had to be done…….a FEMA grant 
submitted in Jan 2016 was approved on March 22, 
2018 and a fair market value was offered on my home 
and was accepted.  Closing was on Nov. 9, 2018…..My 
home was demolished on July 25, 2019





Standing on the property of 1909 Elba Dr.
(1997-2019 Flood Era)



Questions?



Upcoming Sessions: 

October 22 Part 3: Community-wide Protection, Relocation & Expansion 

October 29 Part 4: Migration & Receiving Communities  

November 5 Part 5: Policy Considerations at Multiple Scales

Thanks for joining us!



To participate - follow or join us at your preferred network below.

Group: National Adaptation Forum

@AdaptationForum

All webinars are announced on our social media

You’re invited to a virtual discussion!


